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The saying of some of the people:                      
‘’Do Not Srutinize The Belief of The People and Mistakes of The People’’ 

 

Shaikh Muhammad bin Umar Baazmool (hafidha-hullaah) stated: 

 

This statement is reiterated by some people; when a warning reaches them from one of the scholars or from 

a student of knowledge against innovated statements/views that occurred from some of the people, or 

when he is informed about mistakes committed in ilm and is warned against it, you find that his face 

becomes red and his (behaviour) changes, and he says, ‘’Do not scrutinize the beliefs of the people and do 

not search for their mistakes.’’ 

 

The reality is that this statement (i.e. do not scrutinize the beliefs of the people and do not search for their 

mistakes) is a statement of truth by which falsehood is sought in this particular instance.  

 

Clarification 

 

Firstly: The right place to (use this statement) is where secrets and hidden affairs are pursued, which have 

neither manifested nor are there any factual evidences indicating towards that.   

 

And the place (where this statement cannot be used) is  where innovation arises from one of (the people) 

or when one of them calls to falsehood, since there is a difference between (something) that has been made 

apparent and that which is either  concealed, hidden and unknown, or there being no indication towards 

that. 

 

Secondly: This statement of theirs (i.e. do not Scrutinize the Beliefs and Mistakes of the People) will lead to 

the abandonment of warning against mistakes, and censure against innovation and falsehood.  And the 

meaning of this is that the common people will be misled, rather even some of the students of knowledge 

will become inattentive to this situation.   
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Thirdly: Was not the speech of the Salaf with regards to warning against innovation and the people of 

falsehood (carried out) from the angle of warning against false beliefs, innovations and affairs in opposition 

to the Sunnah?  So how can it be ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨΩŘƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

who either warns against an innovation manifested by an individual or points out a mistake committed by an 

individual? 

 

Fourthly: To scrutinize the beliefs of the people by way of interrogation and trial as the Khaleefah Mamoon 

ŘƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ όvǳǊΩŀŀƴ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘƛǎ όƳŜǘƘƻŘύ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

warned against.   

 

(However) to make a clarification and (issue) warning against an innovation that some people call to; and to 

unveil the falsehood of the callers to falsehood and (issue) warning against them; this is not from that 

(method of scrutiny that is censured). 

 

Fifthly: Those (people) who blame the person who unveils the (affairs) of the people of falsehood and issues 

warning against them, then it is either that they disapprove of innovations or do not.  If they disapprove of 

innovation, and point out mistakes and falsehood and warn against it, then indeed they have pursued the 

right course Inshaa-Allaahu Ta-aalaa.  

 

But why do they disapprove of those who take their place in renouncing innovation?! And if they do not 

warn the people against falsehood, then this (behaviour/stance of theirs) is not from the methodology of the 

salaf, and it suffices as a rebuke against them.  

 

Sixthly: It has been reported in Durar As-Suniyyah (1/33) that the Imaam, the Mujaddid, Muhammad Bin 

Abdul Wahhaab (rahimahullaah) said: 

 

I hold that the people of innovation are to be boycotted and that their affair is made known until they repent.  

I pass judgement against them based on what is apparent and I leave their secrets/hidden affairs to 

Allaah.  And I believe that every newly invented matter in the Religion is an innovation. 
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This [statement of Imaam Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahhaab(rahimahullaah)] is the statement of a Salafiy 

Athariy emanating from the statement of Umar Ibnul Khattaab (radiyallaahu-anhu) when he said: 

 

ΨΩPeople were (sometimes) judged by the revealing of a Divine Inspiration during the lifetime of 

AllŀƘΩǎ aŜǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ όǎŀƭƭŀƭ-laahu-alayhi-wasallam), but now there is no longer any more (new 

revelation). Now, we judge you by the deeds you practice publicly, so we will trust and favour 

the one who does good deeds in front of us, and we will not call him to account about what he is 

really doing in secret, for Allah will judge him for that; but we will not trust or believe the one 

ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜǾƛƭ ŘŜŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΦΩΩ[5]  

 

So look at the statement of Imaam Muhammad Bin Abdul Wahhaab (rahimahullaah), when he said: ΨΩL ƧǳŘƎŜ 

όŀƘƭǳƭ ōƛŘŀƘύ ōŀǎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΤΩΩ and look at the statement of Umar Ibnul Khattaab 

(radiyallaahu-anhu) when he said, ‘’but we will not trust or believe the one who presents to us with an 

ŜǾƛƭ ŘŜŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΦΩΩ  Then look at the (affair) of that 

person who disapproves of the one who warns against ahlul bidah and exposes their falsehood, 

he claims that (this warning against ahlul bidah) is from the angle of scrutinizing the Aqeedah of 

the people.  Is this (statement of his) correct?   

Glorified and Exalted are You, O My Lord!  Is not judgement passed on the people except 

through what is apparent?!  

 

This principle affirmed by Al Faarooq, Umar Ibnul Khattaab (radiyallaah-anhu) is employed in 

warning against a person of innovation when he manifests his innovation.  

 

The Stance of Imaam Ahmad towards Daawood Ibn Ali Al - Asbahaanee 

 

Daawood Ibn Ali Al-Asbahaanee came to Saaleh Ibn Imaam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal with whom he 

used to have a good relationship.  So he (Daawood) spoke to Saaleh Ibn Imaam Ahmad to make 

it easy for him to meet his father.  

 

So Saaleh approached Imaam Ahmad (i.e. his father) and said; 

 

Saaleh: A man asked me to bring him to you. 
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Imaam Ahmad: What is his name? 

 

Saaleh: Daawood. 

 

Imaam Ahmad: Where is he from? 

 

Saaleh: He is from the people of Asbahaan. 

 

Imaam Ahmad: Has he being (involved) in fabricating anything? 

 

At this point: Saaleh avoided describing Daawood to his father (Imaam Ahmad).  So he (Imaam 

Ahmad) did not stop enquiring about Daawood until he realized who he was.  Then he said: 

 

Imaam Ahmad: Muhammad Bin Yahyaa An-Naysabooree wrote to me about this (Daawood) 

ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ό5ŀŀǿƻƻŘύ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ was brought into existence 

(i.e. created), so do not bring him near me. 

 

Saaleh: O my father! he (Daawood) has negated and renounced this (statement). 

 

Imaam Ahmad: Muhammad Bin Yahyaa is more trustworthy than him.  I do not give you 

permission to bring him to me. 

 

O my brother! Contemplate upon the stance of Imaam Ahmad.  Is this the Imaam? He is the 

Imaam of Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaa’ah in his adherence to the Sunnah of the Prophet (sallal-

laahu-alayhi-wasallam) and in following the narrations of the Sahaabah; so did he use to 

scrutinize the beliefs of the people and seek after their mistakes?!  Examine his statement and 

that of Umar Ibnul Khattaab mentioned earlier, ‘’but we will not trust or believe the one who 

presents to us with an evil deed even if he cƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΦΩΩ  
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Therefore, the statement of Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahhaab (rahimahullaah) is certified by the 

statement of the Rightly Guided Khaleefah Umar Ibnul Khattaab (radiyallaahu -anhu) and that of 

Imaam Ahmad Bin Hanbal (rahimahullaah).[1] [end of quote from Shaikh Baazmool]  

 

Imaam Abdul Azeez Bin Baaz (rahimahullaah) said, ΨΩ!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ¦ƳŀǊ Lōƴǳƭ YƘŀǘǘŀŀō ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

truth.  It is what is in conformity with the Islamic legislation.  So whoever manifests good, it will 

be accepted of him and a good opinion is held of him; and whoever manifests evil, he will be 

held accountable and a bad opinion is held of him [2][end of quote from Imaam Abdul Azeez bin 

Baaz]  

 

Shaikh Saaleh Al-Fawzaan (hafidha-hullaah) said: ΨΩ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉŀss judgement except by way of 

what is apparent to us.  So whoever manifests good, we judge him to be from the people of 

goodness; and whoever manifests evil, we judge him to be from the people of evil[3][end of 

Quote from Shaikh Fawzaan] 

 

 

Additional Benefit from Shaikh Rabee 

 

Question to sheikh Rabee (hafidha-hullaah): 

 

Q: Is it from the manhaj of the Salaf to gather the mistakes of some individual and present it in 

a book to be read by the people? 

 

Answer: Subhaanallaah! This is uttered by the people of misguidance; those who are fanatical in 

defence of their innovations, their books, their methodologies and are fanatical in revering 

personalities. 

 

Yes, Allaah (Subhaanah) and his Messenger (sallal-laahu-alayhi-wasallam) have mentioned 

much concerning their (affairs) of misguidance.  The statements of the Jews and Christians have 

ōŜŜƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƻŦ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŀȅŀŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳǊΩŀŀƴΦ   
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!Ƙƭǳǎ {ǳƴƴŀƘ ²ŀƭ WŀƳŀŀΩŀƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ƻǳǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 

Jahm Ibn Safwaan and Bishr Al-Mareesee.  They (ahlus Sunnah) have enumerated their 

innovations and acts of misguidance.  They (ahlus Sunnah) have gathered the statements of the 

people of splitting and criticized them.  So who has made this (gathering and refuting mistakes) 

impermissible? 

 

LŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ όǎǳŎƘ 

innovations) in one place and warn against it, then may Allaah reward you with good.  And with 

this (warning) of yours, you have done much good for LǎƭŀŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΦΩΩ [4]  

 

Conclusion 

 

So understand this well O Salafi Athari!  The likes of Ihyaa Turaath and Jamiat Ahle Hadeeth UK 

(Green lane) have not been judged by the likes of Sheikh Ubaid, Shaikh Muqbil, Shaikh Anjari, 

Shaikh Falaah Ismaaeel and others, except by way of what they have apparently manifested of 

their corrupt alliances with the organizations of bidah.  We ask Allaah for Ikhlaas and Thabaat.  

 

Abu Mu-aawiyyah Abdullaah Bin AbuBakr Al-Fulaani Al-Gambi 
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